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Book Fair

Red Ribbon Week

October 28th-November 1st
The book fair is in the elementary library until
October 17th. The book fair is open every day
from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. for parents and
students. It will be open during Parent/Teacher
Conferences from 12:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Please
come in and check out our book fair.

Monday—USA Proud Wear red, white, and
blue.
Tuesday—Stick with a twin and say NO!
Find someone and dress alike (Twin Day).
Wednesday—We Must(ache) say NO! Wear
a mustache.
Thursday—School Spirit Day. Wear green
and gold.
Friday—Dress-Up Day. Wear your
Halloween costume.

Upcoming Events
October 15th—End of 1st Quarter

Show-Me Success Assembly
Fifth grade will be presenting at this
month’s assembly on Friday, October 25th
at 12:00 p.m. Please come out and
support the children if you can.

October 16th—Reading Fun Day trip
October 17th—Parent/Teacher
Conferences, School
dismisses at 12:15 p.m.
October 18th-21st—No School
October 25th—Show-Me Success
Assembly at 12:00 p.m. and
Haunted Hallway in high school
from 6 p.m.-8 p.m.
October 28th-November 1st—Red Ribbon
Week
October 29th—Flu Clinic
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Making Math Facts Fun
Jennifer Hogan
Taken from https://www.scholastic.com
Practicing math facts can be very boring and a terrible
part of homework for both children and parents. BUT, we
all know how important it is for students to memorize
their math facts. Many teachers are moving away from
timed tests in the classroom and relying on math facts to
be practiced weekly at home. Unfortunately, most
children don't want to practice them and it ends up being
a battle for all involved!
Traditional flash cards are a good way to practice math
skills, but you can also practice these five fun strategies
for helping your children memorize their math facts
without using flash cards:
1. Colored Dice: Pick up a bag of colored dice at a
local bookstore or pharmacy. Students roll the dice and
either add or multiply the two numbers to practice their
facts. This is an easy game for them to do while you are
making dinner or even sitting at a restaurant. You can
play against each other and keep score of who has the
greatest sum or product.
2. Math War: Using either a deck of playing cards or a
deck you've made out of index cards, play "war" to
practice facts. Split the cards between the two
players. Turn over the top two cards – you can either
add, subtract (keeping positive answers), or multiply the
two cards to see who wins. The winner takes all 4
cards, and you play again just like the traditional card
game of war. Whoever has the most cards at the end
wins!
3. 100 Chart: The 100 chart is an amazing tool to help
build your children's number sense and allow them to
use something concrete to memorize their facts. They
can use it as a visual tool when they need a point of
reference or they can use it as a tactile tool by touching
the numbers or using a game piece to count forwards
and backwards. For multiplication and division, have
your children color in the multiples of each number so
they can start to see patterns with the facts. For
example: to learn the facts of 6, color in 6, 12, 18, etc. so
only the multiples of 6 are colored in. Your child will start
to make a connection to the products of each fact
instead of just memorizing random numbers. (You can
print free 100 charts off the Internet.)

4. Triangle Facts: These are used as traditional flash
cards, but they help to make the connection between all
three numbers in the fact which is so important for the
"memorizing" process. Choose a fact, e.g., 6 + 3 =
9. Place each number in the corner of the triangle with a
star next to the answer (in this case, 9). While holding
the triangular card, cover one of the numbers with your
finger so your child can only see 2 numbers, then have
him/her find the missing number to complete the
fact. For extra practice, have your child write the 4 fact
families for each card. Students can practice on their
own or you can quiz them. Triangle facts are easy and
fast! You can buy them, make them yourself, or print
them free online.
5. I Know Cards: This is a great way to help with the
facts that your child gets stuck on every time! There are
always those tough facts that students just sometimes
can't remember, so making "I know cards" will help them
come up with a strategy for finding the answer. For
example: to help with 6 x 7 = 42, have your child write on
an index card or piece of paper, "I know 6 x 6 is 36, so I
add one more group of 6: 36 + 6 = 42, so 6x7=42". Your
child can use whatever strategy he or she likes but the
focus is on what s/he already knows, not what s/he
doesn't know. You can hang the "I know cards" in their
rooms or read through them weekly.

Labels Information
Every time a class turns in a thousand labels
they earn a free recess. At the end of the year,
the class that has turned in the most labels will
receive a prize. Here are the results as of
October 7th:
Kindergarten—293
1st Grade—1,077
2nd Grade—353
3rd Grade—592
4th Grade—347
5th Grade—454
6th Grade—490
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Dear Parents and/or Caregivers,
We have applied to be part of the Our Caps, Your Cause program with Prairie Farms. Please begin saving
your milk caps from Prairie Farms milk jugs and send them to school with your child. We will have a competition
between classes to see who can bring in the most caps—similar to what we do with Best Choice labels and Box
Tops. Money raised will help fund our Reading Fun Day trips. Thanks for all you do to support your child’s
education.
With kind regards,
Mrs. Porter

